
Anniston Outdoor Association
Schedule of Activities
May 2013	



May 11 - Second Saturday Pinhoti Day Hike

This will be the fifth in a series of second Saturday hikes being offered by the AOA and JSU Field School with the goal of section hiking the entire Pinhoti Trail in Alabama. This month’s hike will be an 8.8 mile trek over Duggar Mountain located in the Duggar Mountain Wilderness Area of the Talladega National Forest.  This section of the Pinhoti runs from Forest Service Road 500 to the Burns Trailhead located on Cleburne County Road 55 (also known as Rabbitttown Road). The section is rated difficult due to its 1250 ft. elevation gain and basically ascends up the side of the mountain, follows along the mountain ridge, and then descends back down the mountain.  Points of interest along the way include native plant life, the site of the removed Duggar Mountain Fire Tower, panoramic views of  the Piedmont countryside, remains of an 1990’s era plane crash, Jones Branch Road, and the old Pinky Burns home site.  Sturdy hiking boots or shoes, a lunch, and plenty of water are recommended for this hike.  The departure time and location for this outing will be 8:00 a.m. from the Winn Dixie parking lot in Jacksonville. Please contact Keith Hudson by phone at 256-231-7675/256-239-8746 or by email at aoa@annistonal.gov if you would like additional information or plan to participate in this hike.  This outing is free to AOA members while non-members are asked to pay a nominal $5.00 per person fee.

May 18 - Big Wills Creek Canoe Trip

Big Wills Creek is located near Attalla, Alabama.  This will be an easy and scenic 6 mile float trip. Big Wills Creek Outfitters offers canoe/kayak rentals and a shuttle service at the following rates: $35 for canoes, $25 for kayaks, and $10 for shuttle service.  The departure time and location for this outing will be 8:00 am from the Piggly Wiggly parking lot in Anniston.  For more information, and to register your participation, contact the trip leader Carl Wilson by phone at 256-435-3775, or by email at chw48@bellsouth.net.

May 21 - Deadline for Submitting Outings for the Fall Quarter 2013

If you would be willing or would like to lead an outing for our association during the months of July, August, or September,  please submit a short summary of your outing and your date preferences to Keith Hudson or Evelyn Stephens by February 26.  Evelyn may be reached at 256-236-3431. Keith may be reached by phone at 256-231-7675 or 256-239-8746, or by email at aoa@annistonal.gov. Submitting your plans by this deadline will ensure that our Fall Quarter Schedule of Activities is sent out in a timely manner.

May 24-27 - Camping & Day Hiking at Mount Mitchell State Park, North Carolina

Mount Mitchell lies in the crest of the Black Mountains at an elevation 6,684 feet making it the highest point east of the Mississippi River.. It offers breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge Mountains, rolling ridges and fertile valleys.  The area is comprised mainly of a fir/spruce forest mix and has a cool canadian like environment. The park is located in Yancey County, 33 miles north of Asheville off the Blue Ridge Parkway at mile marker #355.
 
Sites 4 & 9 have been reserved by the AOA in the parks campground for $60.00 each ($30.00 for each of the three nights).  This expense will be divided by those participating in order to reimburse the AOA.  The campground is located a few miles from the mountain summit and is very small with only nine sites, very quiet, secluded, cool, and scenic.  Each site has a 10 x 10 tent pad that can accommodate one large or two small tents. The campground has a centrally located water spigot and a log cabin style bathroom facility.  The park campground has no showers but showers are available for .25 at  the Black Mountain Campground located at the base of the mountain.  Any unreserved sites at the park’s campground are filled on a first come, first serve basis.  Additional camping space is also available at Black Mountain Campground and Carolina Hemlocks Campground on a first come, first serve basis.  Both are large campgrounds located at different areas along the base of the mountain.
 
Hiking opportunities are numerous in both the state park and the surrounding South Toe District of the Pisgah National Forest. The trip leader is considering several easy and moderate hikes but exact plans will be determined by group consensus of those participating.
 
Meal plans include traveling to the summit restaurant for breakfast on Saturday morning and having a group dinner on Sunday evening.  Participants will be responsible for the remainder of their meals. If you desire more information about this outing, or plan to participate, please contact Keith Hudson by phone at 256-231-7675 / 256-239-8746 or by email at aoa@annistonal.gov.   The two reserved sites will be filled on a first call, first serve basis, so it will be necessary to register your participation for this trip ASAP.



Note:  The AOA will have an exhibitor table at National Get Outdoors day hosted by the US Forest Service at the Munford Elementary School from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m on May 11, 2013.  Volunteers are needed to staff our table.  If you would like to volunteer to work at this event, please contact Keith Hudson by phone at 256-231-7675 or 256-239-8746, or by email at aoa@annistonal.gov.
