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April 13 – Pinhoti Day Hike

This will be the forth in a series of second Saturday hikes being offered by the AOA and JSU Field School                                       
with the goal of section hiking the entire Pinhoti Trail in Alabama. This will be an 8.5-mile hike across the                                     
1720 ft. high Oakey Mountain. This section of the Pinhoti Trail is rated “difficult” and begins at the trail                                   
crossing on Hwy 94 and ends on the trail crossing at FS Road 500. Points of interest along this section                                     
include the Chief Ladiga Trail, Terrapin Creek, the Oakey Mountain Trail Shelter, the Oakey Mountain                           
Crossing, the Terrapin Creek Watershed Lake, and the North Duggar Mountain Trail Shelter. The Oakey                           
Mountain Crossing offers splendid views of Little Tank, Big Tank, and Wilson Ridge. Participants should                           
bring a lunch with something to drink and dress appropriately for the forecasted weather conditions on the                               
day of the hike. The departure time and location for this outing will be 8:00 a.m. from the Winn Dixie parking                                       
lot in Jacksonville. Please contact Keith Hudson by phone at 256-231-7675/256-239-8746 or by email at                           
aoa@annistonal.gov if you would like additional information or plan to participate in this hike. This outing is                               
free to AOA members while non-members are asked to pay a nominal $5.00 per person fee.

April 17-20 – Camping & Canoeing in the Blackwater River State Forest, FL

This will be an outing in the Blackwater River State Forest located near Milton, Florida. The Blackwater                               
River is considered to be one of the purest sand bottom rivers in the world. The river and its adjoining creeks                                       
are characterized by gentle flowing tannin waters with beautiful white sandbars. Sites 1 & 2 at the                               
Blackwater River State Park Campground have been reserved for our group. The campground has showers                           
with hot water, centrally located water spigots and an extensive system of boardwalks overlooking the river.                             
The cost of each site is $60.00 ($20.00 per night) for the three nights. This cost will be divided among those                                       
participating in order to reimburse the AOA. Each site can accommodate up to eight people and two                               
vehicles. The area has a river and several creeks suitable for easy canoeing. These include the Blackwater                               
River, Coldwater Creek and Juniper Creek. Exact canoeing plans will be determined by group consensus of                             
those participating. Although the departure date, time and location for this trip is Wednesday, April 17, 8:00                               
a.m. from the Piggly Wiggly parking lot in Anniston, participates are free to arrive and depart as their                                 
schedules permit. In addition, the trip leader will be towing a canoe trailer capable of holding some canoes                                 
or kayaks to aid in transporting boats and to help with shuttle runs. A group meal will be planned for Friday                                       
night, April 19. Participants will be responsible for the remainder of their meals. Please contact the trip                               
leader, Keith Hudson, by Friday, April 12 to let him know that you plan to participate, where and when you                                     
plan to meet him, if you need your boat transported, and the number of days you plan to stay at the                                       
campground. Keith may be reached at the following phone numbers: 256-231-7675, 256-239-8746, or by                         
email at aoa@annistonal.gov.

April 27 – Bike Ride on the Chief Ladiga Trail

This will be an approximate 18-mile round trip bike ride on the CLT beginning and ending at the property of                                     
AOA member Joan Alexander. Plans are to ride on the trail to the AL/GA state line, take a detour on a                                       
county road leading to Borden Wheeler Spring, and return to Joan's property. Those who do not want to ride                                   
a bike may walk on the CLT or hike on part of the Pinhoti Trail located in the area. Participants should bring                                         
their lunch, something to drink, and a bicycle. The meeting time and location for this outing will be 9:00 am                                     
at Joan's property. For more information, to get directions to Joan's property, and to register your                             
participation, please contact Ben DeMayo or Joan Alexander. Ben may be reached by phone at                           
770-833-5183 or by email at bdemayo223@yahoo.com while Joan may be reached by phone at                         
256-238-8185 or by email at joanmalex@yahoo.com.


