Anniston Outdoor Association
Schedule of Activities

April 2011
April 1-4: Canoeing & Camping in the Blackwater River State Forest, FL

This will be an outing in the Blackwater River State Forest located near Milton, Florida.  The Blackwater River is considered to be one of the purest sand bottom rivers in the world.  The river and its adjoining creeks are characterized by gentle flowing tannin waters with beautiful white sandbars.  Sites 012 & 013 at the Blackwater River State Park Campground has been reserved for our group.  The campground has showers with hot water, centrally located water spigots and an extensive system of boardwalks overlooking the river. The cost of each site is $60.00 ($20.00 per night) for the three nights.  This cost will be divided among those participating in order to reimburse the AOA.  Each site can accommodate up to eight people and two vehicles.  The area has a river and several creeks suitable for easy canoeing.  These include the Blackwater River, Coldwater Creek, and Juniper Creek.  Exact canoeing plans will be determined by group consensus of those participating.  Although the departure date, time and location for this trip is Friday, April 1, 8:00 a.m., from the former Foodmax parking lot in Anniston, participates are free to arrive and depart as their schedules permit.  In addition, the trip leader will be towing a canoe trailer capable of holding four canoes or kayaks to aid in transporting boats and to help with shuttle runs. A group meal will be planned for Sunday night, April 3.  Participants will be responsible for the remainder of their meals. Please contact the trip leader, Keith Hudson, by March 30 to let him know that you plan to participate, where and when you plan to meet him, if you need your boat transported, and the number of days you plan to stay at the campground.  Keith may be reached at the following phone numbers: 256-231-7675, 256-820-1895, 256-452-3223, or by email at aoa@annistonal.gov.

April 16:  Terrapin Creek Canoe Trip

This will be about a 5 ½ float trip on Terrapin Creek beginning at Oak Level and ending at the property of AOA member Joan Alexander.  Items that should be brought for this trip include a lunch with something to drink and sunscreen.  The departure times and locations for this trip are 9:00 a.m. from Joan’s property or 9:15 a.m. from the Oak Level put-in.  If the water level is too low to float the planned section, the trip will begin at Joan’s property and end at Stewart’s Bridge.  Due to uncertainties related to the water level it will be necessary for participants to contact Joan by April 15 to find out which section will be floated.  Joan may be reached at 256-239-0385 or 256-447-1780.
April 30: Pinhoti Trail Day Hike

This will be a six-mile day hike beginning at Maxwell Gap on Cleburne County Road 70 (Vigo Road) and ending at the Pinhoti trailhead on US Hwy 278. This section of the Pinhoti is rated “moderate” and offers several good views from the Augusta Mine Ridge.  Plans are to hike up to the Augusta Mine Ridge from Maxwell Gap and then follow the trail down through Lannie Hollow and on to the trailhead on US Hwy 278.  Participants should pack a lunch and something to drink.  The departure time and location for this trip is 8:00 a.m. from the former Foodmax parking lot in Anniston.  Contact Larry Warren at 256-835-0870 for more information or if you plan to participate in this outing.

