
Anniston, Alabama 
May 24, 2011 

 
The City Council of the City of Anniston, Alabama, met in Regular Session in the Council Chamber 
in the City Hall of the City of Anniston, Alabama, on Tuesday, May 24, 2011, at approximately 5:06 
o’clock p.m. 
 
Council Member Spain prayed the Invocation. 
 
Council Member Spain led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Mayor Robinson called the meeting to order. On call of the roll the following Council Members 
were found to be present:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and Robinson;  absent:  
none. A quorum was present and the meeting opened for the transaction of business. 
 
Don A. Hoyt, City Manager, was present. 
 
Cleo Thomas, City Attorney, was present. 
 
Council Member Little made a motion to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of 
May 10, 2011. The motion was seconded by Council Member Palmore; and on call of the roll the 
following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and 
Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Robinson made a motion to add to the agenda a resolution declaring a reported condition to 
be a nuisance. The motion was seconded by Council Member Palmore; and on call of the roll the 
following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and 
Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried. 
 
Council Member Dawson made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Little; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  
Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Robinson praised Don Hoyt, City Manager, and Lee Willis, Building Inspector, for their 
work concerning the aftermath of the severe storms in Alabama. 
 
Council Member Little introduced and read Ordinance Number 11-O-10 as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 11-O-10 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Anniston has agreed to renew its participation in a HOME 
PROGRAM CONSORTIUM with the Calhoun County Commission, and the cities of Hobson 
City, Jacksonville, Piedmont, and Weaver:  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Anniston, Alabama as  
follows; That Gene Robinson, Mayor of the City of Anniston, is hereby authorized, directed  
and empowered for and in the name of the City of Anniston to execute the Anniston/Calhoun 
County HOME Consortium Agreement under the HOME Investment Partnership Act Program for 
and on behalf of the City of Anniston to join with the Calhoun County Commission, and the Cities 
of Hobson City, Jacksonville, Piedmont, and Weaver, to renew its consortium agreement under the 
Federal HOME Program operated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as  
authorized under the HOME Investment Partnership Act, title II of the Cranston- Gonzalez National 
Affordable Act of 1990, as amended.  
That Alan B. Atkinson, City Clerk of the City of Anniston is directed to attest to the  
Mayor's execution of said Agreement and affix the seal of the city thereto.  
PASSED AND ADOPTED this the 24th day of May, 2011. 
 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
     ANNISTON, ALABAMA 
     By: /s/ Gene Robinson, Mayor 
     By: /s/ John Spain, Council Member 
     By: /s/ Herbert N. Palmore, Council Member 
     By: /s/ Benjamin L. Little, Council Member 
     By: /s/ David Dawson, Council Member 
ATTEST: 
/s/ Alan B. Atkinson, City Clerk



5/24/2011 
 
 

2 
 

 
Council Member Little made a motion for the unanimous consent of the Council for the 
immediate consideration of Ordinance Number 11-O-10 as introduced and read. The motion was 
seconded by Mayor Robinson; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  
Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion 
carried. Unanimous consent of the Council having been given for immediate consideration of 
Ordinance Number 11-O-10 as introduced and read, Council Member Spain made a motion for 
the passage and adoption of Ordinance Number 11-O-10 as introduced and read. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Dawson; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  
ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson, and Robinson;  nays:  none. The 
motion carried and Ordinance Number 11-O-10 was passed and adopted. 
 
Mayor Robinson introduced and read Resolution Number 11-R-42 as follows: 
 
(11-R-42, execution of a Lease Agreement with the PBA) 
 
Council Member Little asked if the Council had been presented anything stating how this bond 
would be paid back. 
 
Danny McCullars, Finance Director, stated that the corrections fund fees had been raised to 
mirror what the County charges. 
 
Council Member Little asked if anything had been given to the Council stating this is the amount 
of the bond issue and this is how it is going to be paid back. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated that this was the purpose of this first reading of the resolution. He stated 
the bonds have not been priced yet and until they are there will not be an exact figure. 
 
Council Member Little asked how many tickets the police would have to write to cover this 
bond. He asked what type of quota the police would have to have to make these bond payments. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated he had no idea. He stated respectfully that was a political question. He 
stated they had no control over the municipal court. 
 
Council Member Little asked who the bond underwriter was and who selected them. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated that Merchant Capital was the bond underwriter and they were selected by 
the Public Building Authority. 
 
Council Member Little asked if $15 million was what it would cost to build this facility. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated that was the maximum but there were no concrete numbers at this time and 
hopefully it would come in for less. 
 
Council Member Little stated that it had been said before in these meetings that unless they had 
everything in front of them then they did not want to vote on it. He stated it was a problem that 
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they had nothing to show the cost of the facility but they wanted to issue $15 million in bonds for 
this project. 
 
Council Member Dawson stated he had stated he would not vote on items without everything in 
front of them but that had been on a contractual basis and not a bond basis. He stated they would 
have another shot at this once the bids go out and they either accept or reject the bids. He stated 
today they were considering on a bond basis and they were saying they were going to build this 
building and it would cost approximately this and we cannot exceed this amount of money. He 
stated once they have the bids then they will come back on a contractual basis and they will have 
the exact amount of money they will be spending. 
 
Council Member Palmore stated he did not like telling someone how much money you have for a 
project before you build or bid the project. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated this was a five step process. He stated first they told the PBA to go forward 
with this project, second they had conveyed the property and now they were executing the lease 
and pricing the bonds. He stated the fourth and fifth stages would be planning and approval 
process. He stated if the Council would give the authority then the bonds would be priced in the 
next couple of days. He stated the Council has control of this process. 
 
Council Member Spain stated he was going to vote for the funding but that did not mean he was 
lending his support to the current plans and specifications. 
 
Mayor Robinson asked if the revenues from the municipal court fund had been steady over the 
years. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated that the revenues from the municipal court fund had been basically steady 
over the years. 
 
Mayor Robinson asked Preston Bolt, bond attorney, if he had any hesitation about this project. 
 
Preston Bolt, bond attorney, stated that the only hesitation he had would be any hesitation on the 
part of the Council because this was a commitment by the City. He stated the lease had an annual 
renewal which the City would be expected to renew each year. He stated that the State of 
Alabama uses this type of structure for most of the buildings they own. 
 
Council Member Little stated that it had already been said that $15 million would not be enough 
to build this building. He stated they had too many other needs in this city to spend this much on 
a jail. He asked how much would have to come from the general fund for this project. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated that the cost for the administrative part of this police building would have 
to come from the general fund which would be approximately $250,000. 
 
Council Member Little stated this project started wrong and so it would end wrong. 
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Council Member Palmore asked what would happen if they bid this out and it comes in 
considerably more than $15 million. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated that the people who produced these estimates understood that the Council 
put a hard cap of $15 million on this project last October. He stated if necessary the plans could 
be scaled down and they were just preliminary plans. 
 
Council Member Palmore stated they needed to build a new judicial complex but he kept hearing 
conflicting reports about the cost. He stated they had said here is our money now build me a jail 
and he did not agree with this method. He stated they did need to move forward. 
 
Mr. McCullars stated they had a hard cap of $15 million and the PBA knows that. He stated the 
project has to come back before the Council for final approval. He stated the key issue was that 
once they leave here today the PBA has to make a call telling the underwriter to price the bonds. 
He stated that if they pull it back once it is out there then that will have a negative impact on the 
City of Anniston. 
 
Preston Bolt stated that if the bonds are priced and the City did not go forward with the project 
there would be some repercussions in the financial markets. He stated they needed to be fairly 
certain the project was going to happen before the bonds are priced. He stated they may have to 
rethink the plans and specifications but they need to be sure the project is going to happen. 
 
Council Member Dawson stated that what they were doing today was giving the markets the 
ability to put the bonds forward and price them. He stated then they know how much money they 
have for the project. He stated there was no way they could go over $15 million. He stated once 
the project was bid if it came in over $15 million then something would have to be cut. He stated 
this would come back to the Council for final approval. He stated he thought contractors would 
try to do this project on time and under budget to show other potential clients what they were 
capable of. He stated it was time for them to move forward with this project. 
 
Mayor Robinson stated they simply needed to do this project. He stated they needed a new, 
modern facility. He stated the conditions at the current jail were inhumane. He stated they 
needed to take care of the prisoners and the employees at this facility. He stated this would be 
more than a jail but would also be a police station and judicial complex. He stated they could and 
would do this project for $15 million or less. He stated they needed to pass this resolution at the 
next meeting. 
 
Mayor Robinson introduced and read Resolution Number 11-R-43 as follows: 
 
(11-R-43, travel reimbursement) 
 
Mayor Robinson made a motion for the passage and adoption of Resolution Number 11-R-43 as 
introduced and read. The motion was seconded by Council Member Little; and on call of the roll 
the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and 
Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried and Resolution Number 11-R-43 was passed and 
adopted. 
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Council Member Dawson introduced and read Resolution Number 11-R-44 as follows: 
 
(11-R-44, declaring vehicles surplus and authorizing their sale) 
 
Council Member Dawson made a motion for the passage and adoption of Resolution Number 11-
R-44 as introduced and read. The motion was seconded by Mayor Robinson; and on call of the 
roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson 
and Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried and Resolution Number 11-R-44 was passed and 
adopted. 
 
Council Member Palmore introduced and read Resolution Number 11-R-45 as follows: 
 
(11-R-45, declaring properties public nuisances; Group 36) 
 
Council Member Palmore made a motion for the passage and adoption of Resolution Number 
11-R-45 as introduced and read. The motion was seconded by Mayor Robinson; and on call of 
the roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, 
Dawson and Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried and Resolution Number 11-R-44 was 
passed and adopted. 
 
Council Member Little made a motion to table the next item on the agenda, a proposed 
resolution appointing an alternate Municipal Judge for a two year term or until his successor is 
appointed. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dawson; and on call of the roll the 
following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and 
Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried. 
 
Council Member Little introduced and read Resolution Number 11-R-46 as follows: 
 
(11-R-46, declaring reported conditions as a public nuisance) 
 
Council Member Little made a motion for the passage and adoption of Resolution Number 11-R-
46 as introduced and read. The motion was seconded by Mayor Robinson; and on call of the roll 
the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and 
Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried and Resolution Number 11-R-46 was passed and 
adopted. 
 
Mayor Robinson announced that was the time for the public hearing on an application for a 
Lounge Retail Liquor – Class I ABC license for Casual Colbert Entertainment LLC d/b/a 
Xaviers Event Center located at 309 South Quintard Avenue, declared the hearing open and 
asked if anyone wished to address the Council either in favor of or in opposition to said 
application for a Lounge Retail Liquor – Class I ABC license for Casual Colbert Entertainment 
LLC d/b/a Xaviers Event Center located at 309 South Quintard Avenue. 
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No one addressed the Council either in favor of or in opposition to said application for a Lounge 
Retail Liquor – Class I ABC license for Casual Colbert Entertainment LLC d/b/a Xaviers Event 
Center located at 309 South Quintard Avenue. 
 
Mayor Robinson declared the public hearing on an application for a Lounge Retail Liquor – 
Class I ABC license for Casual Colbert Entertainment LLC d/b/a Xaviers Event Center located at 
309 South Quintard Avenue closed. 
 
Council Member Spain made a motion to approve an application for a Lounge Retail Liquor – 
Class I ABC license for Casual Colbert Entertainment LLC d/b/a Xaviers Event Center located at 
309 South Quintard Avenue. The motion was seconded by Council Member Palmore. 
 
Council Member Spain asked if the distances on the application had been reviewed and verified. 
 
Don Hoyt, City Manager, stated that the ABC board had verified the distances on the application. 
 
Council Member Dawson asked Chief McGrady, Police Department, if there were any incidents 
or calls at this location. 
 
Chief McGrady, Police Department, stated there were no incidents or calls out of the ordinary at 
this location. 
 
Mr. Colbert stated he has different types of events at this location. He stated it was going to be a 
lounge with live music. He stated they have R&B and jazz music. He stated every other Saturday 
they have Latino music. He stated there had been no noise complaints. 
 
On call of the roll on Council Member Spain’s motion to approve an application for a Lounge 
Retail Liquor – Class I ABC license for Casual Colbert Entertainment LLC d/b/a Xaviers Event 
Center located at 309 South Quintard Avenue and Council Member Palmore’s second to said 
motion the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore and Dawson;  
nays:  none;  abstentions:  Council Members Little and Robinson. The motion carried. 
 
Council Member Palmore made a motion to proceed with legal action against whoever is 
responsible for failure to remove railroad tracks at Cooper Avenue and 23rd Street, Dimple Lee 
O’Neal and 13th Street, and Old Alexandria Road and McDaniel Avenue. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Dawson. 
 
Council Member Spain asked if anyone from the City had investigated this situation. 
 
Mr. Hoyt stated he was not aware of anyone from the City having investigated this situation. 
 
Council Member Spain stated he was in favor of correcting these types of situations but he would 
like to table this motion until someone with legal expertise could investigate this situation. He 
stated he would like to know what their options are. 
 



5/24/2011 
 
 

7 
 

Cleo Thomas, City Attorney, stated this had been a long time concern of Council Member 
Palmore. He stated they had sent correspondence to the railroad about their concerns in the past 
year. 
 
Council Member Spain stated he appreciated the concerns but he felt they should go through the 
proper legal process to make sure everything was current with their contacts through the railroad. 
 
Council Member Palmore stated he had to drive over these areas and they cause damage to 
vehicles. He stated he receives a lot of complaints about these tracks. He stated the railroad had 
plenty of time to cooperate with the City.  
 
Council Member Spain stated they should have the City Attorney contact the railroad and see 
what kind of action can be taken by the City. 
 
On call of the roll on Council Member Palmore’s motion to proceed with legal action against 
whoever is responsible for failure to remove railroad tracks at Cooper Avenue and 23rd Street, 
Dimple Lee O’Neal and 13th Street, and Old Alexandria Road and McDaniel Avenue and 
Council Member Dawson’s second to said motion the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  
Council Members Palmore, Little and Dawson;  nays:  Council Members Spain and Robinson. 
The motion carried.  
 
Council Member Palmore made a motion to direct the evaluation of nuisance property at 19th 
Street and Mulberry Avenue and take the appropriate legal action. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Dawson; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  
Council Members Palmore, Little and Dawson;  nays:  Council Members Spain and Robinson. 
The motion carried.  
 
Council Member Palmore made a motion to approve staff to move forward with the splash park 
at Norwood Park. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dawson. 
 
Council Member Spain made a motion to table this motion to approve staff to move forward with 
the splash park at Norwood Park until they can determine if this is the appropriate location for 
this project. The motion was seconded by Council Member Little; and on call of the roll the 
following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Spain and Robinson;  nays:  Council 
Members Palmore, Little and Dawson. The motion failed. 
 
Council Member Little stated he thought they had already voted on this issue and he did not 
understand why it was coming before them again. 
 
Council Member Spain made a motion to table this motion to approve staff to move forward with 
the splash park at Norwood Park until they could get all the facts about this project. The motion 
was seconded by Mayor Robinson; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  
Council Members Spain and Robinson;  nays:  Council Members Palmore, Little and Dawson. 
The motion failed. 
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On call of the roll on Council Member Palmore’s motion to approve staff to move forward with 
the splash park at Norwood Park and Council Member Dawson’s second to said motion the 
following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members Palmore, Little and Dawson;  nays:  
Council Members Spain and Robinson. The motion carried.  
 
Alan Atkinson, City Clerk, advised that copies of the following Bid Fact Sheet had been given to 
the Council: 
 
(Cutting nuisance lots) 
 
Mayor Robinson made a motion that the bids in the total amounts of $2,620.00 by Mr. Lawn and 
$375.00 by Saffat Enterprises for the cutting of nuisance lots be accepted. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Palmore; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  
ayes:  Council Members Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion 
carried. 
 
Alan Atkinson, City Clerk, stated the City auction would be June 4 at 10AM. 
 
David Joyner addressed the Council concerning the increase for retiree insurance premiums. 
 
James Carmichael addressed the Council and asked if any of the items for the auction had been 
appraised or if they had any idea how much they were trying to get for these items. 
 
Mr. Atkinson stated the items for the auction had not been appraised and the city had hired an 
auctioneer. 
 
Mayor Robinson stated the Council would have a work session on June 7 concerning the 
Municipal Judge position. 
 
Council Member Little thanked the Public Works Department for their work in Nettles Park. He 
stated he was concerned about the increase in the retiree health care. He stated he was concerned 
that they were spending so much on a jail and not concentrating on keeping people out jail. 
 
Council Member Spain stated he was concerned about the increase in the retiree health care. He 
stated that they needed to include with every ABC application that they had verified the 
information. 
 
Council Member Palmore stated he was concerned about the increase in the retiree health care. 
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting at that time Council Member 
Dawson made a motion the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Little; and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded:  ayes:  Council Members 
Spain, Palmore, Little, Dawson and Robinson;  nays:  none. The motion carried and the meeting 
was adjourned at approximately 6:42 o’clock p.m. 
 
 


